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This graphic demonstrates support for outgoing FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter. Decisions relating to FIFA’s 
leadership and activities can often be highly political. The 
World Justice Project’s rule of law index provides a general 
score about that country’s adherence to the rule of law.

Accountable citizens and government is a 
central part of the rule of law.

Equality 
Before the 

Law

Right to Silence Presumption of 
Innocence

Fair Trial & 
Independence 

of the 
Judiciary

Right to 
Assemble

Democracy 
through formal 
legal processes

Access to Justice Freedom of 
Speech/Press

Citizens and government 
are accountable 

by the law

Sepp Blatter has served as 
President of FIFA for 17 
years. His presidency has 

been marked by allegations 
of corruption and secrecy. He 
won the 2015 FIFA election 

133 votes to 73, but resigned 
after the election due to 

ongoing questions about his 
leadership.
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The FCPA is the US law that allows the US to prosecute 
anyone whose illegal acts have intersected with US 
jurisdiction, regardless of their nationality or country of 
residence.

The United States Department of Justice details the 
FCPA:

“Since 1977, the anti-bribery provisions of the FCPA 
have applied to all U.S. persons and certain foreign 
issuers of securities. With the enactment of certain 
amendments in 1998, the anti-bribery provisions of 
the FCPA now also apply to foreign firms and persons 
who cause, directly or through agents, an act in 
furtherance of such a corrupt payment to take place 
within the territory of the 
United States.”3

FIFA officials accused of corruption have had contact 
with the United States even though the crimes were not 
committed in the United States.

Ronald Fischetti, Professor of Law at Fordham 
University explains how it works:

“[The accused] are not in the United States but they 
have contact with the United States in a number of 
ways ... Bank accounts have been used, television 
rights, that’s millions of dollars and that’s sufficient in 
our country for a crime being committed by a foreign 
national ... to be extradited and tried here.”4

FIFA officials are being charged under the 1970 
Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act 
(RICO).

Racketeering refers to criminal activity performed to 
benefit an organisation. It includes extortion, money 
laundering, loan sharking, obstruction of justice, and 
bribery.

RICO was designed to help US authorities convict the 

mafia, but is now being used to target FIFA.
Fischetti explains:

“All you have to have is an enterprise - the enterprise 
is FIFA - and individuals who are associated with that 
enterprise - those are the defendants - who commit a 
pattern of criminal acts - which are mail fraud, money 
laundering, etc. - which are related to the enterprise 
and to each other.”5

FIFA officials who are alleged to have acted corruptly in 
Switzerland and other countries whose actions have at 
some point intersected any area of US jurisdiction may 
be extradited to stand trial in the US.

FIFA officials will be held accountable to the law of 
the US if extraditions are successful. Switzerland may 
also hold FIFA officials to account under Swiss anti-
corruption laws pending the result of an investigation 
by their police.

What is extradition?
Extradition is a legal process where a country requests 
that another country detain and send them a person 
to stand trial for a criminal offence. Most nations will 
only agree to extradite a person accused of a crime if 
there is dual criminality. This means that the offence 
must be illegal in both countries. Also, many nations 

will only consider extraditing a person if there is an 
extradition treaty between the two countries. The US 
and Switzerland have an extradition treaty.

Officials convicted of corruption offences can face up to 
20 years jail under US racketeering laws.

Roger Pielke Jnr, a researcher at the University of 
Colorado and Sports Governance Expert discusses an 
extradition loop hole that is also available to FIFA

“On the other hand, after these arrests, FIFA could 
even say, ‘We’re sick of this, and we’re pulling up 
stakes and moving to Qatar.’ It’s worth noting that 
Switzerland had an extradition treaty with the US, 
but Qatar doesn’t. So you could not have happen what 
happened today if they were based in Qatar.”6
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