Democracy
YErsus

Totalitarianism

Type of Governance

Who has power?

Are there
limits on
the power?

Examples of
Countries

A monarchy is a form of government
led by an individual who holds the
position for life. They have usually
inherited the position, and pass it on to
a relative, usually a son or daughter. In
the past, all monarchs held great power
and made all the decisions and laws of
the country. This is knowhn as an
absolute monarchy. Today, thanks to
Magna Carta, most monarchs act as
head of state, filling a ceremonial role
with little or no power in the
involvement of the decision-making
process of the country.

A representative monadrchy is where a
monarch is head of state; however, the
people elect representatives to form a
parliament. A written constitution may
be included and follows the rules of a
parliamentary democracy.

Fascism is a form of government
usually headed by a dictator. It involves
total government control of political,
economic, cultural, religious, and social
activities. Industries are owned by
individuals, but under government
control. This form of government has
warlike policies and exercise extreme
discrimination against minority groups.

A representative republic is a system of
rule where the head of government is a
chosen president. Presidents are elected
by the citizens of the country and
serve over a specific length of time,
called a term of office. In some
countries, a president may only be
allowed to serve for a few terms. This
enables change for the people and avoid
long-term control.
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A parliamentary democracy involves a
system of fair representation for the
people living within a society. Fairness
in ensuring the outcomes of elections
are regarded as legal and fair. Also, the
parliament accepts the decisions of the
people who elected it, and forms
government to follow the will of most
people — the majority.

The government is accountable to all
the people through free and
transparent elected parliaments, and
representative of the people. A written
constitution is included, and this sets
out the rules for how the country will
be governed, including detailing the
rights and responsibilities of its people.

An oligarchy is a form of government in
which only a few wealthy people hold
power. A republic may be an oligarchy
if just a few people have the right to
vote. In most oligarchies, the power of
the leadership is supported by the
wealthy and the military.

Communism is an economic system in
which there is little or no private
ownhnership of anything. Property is held
by the community rather than by
individuals.

All economic activity is controlled by
the government, including what food
crops are growh, what goods are
manufactured, and to whom they are
sold — and at what prices! Personal
freedom of individuals is allowed but
limited; including where they can travel
and how they spend their money.

In a republic the leaders are chosen by a
small number of highly influential
people and can stay in office for a long
time. There may be elections, but these
can be conducted in corrupt ways, or
electors are not given a free choice of
who to vote for. An example of this is a
Dictatorship which involves one person
who has absolute power.

It is very controlling and suppressive to
citizens. Such republics have only one
political party and the dictator makes
most government policies and decisions.
To remain in power, dictators must
continue to use force or threats and
supress the peoples’ freedom.

¥W$ RULE OF LAW
,e



Anarchy comes from the ancient Greek
meaning ‘absence of leader’, or without
rulers. In an anarchical society there is
a state of lawlessness or political
disorder because there is no
governmental authority.

There are many websites you can visit to help you gain a great understanding of

the many different types of governments that exists around the world today. You
might like to check them out!

Britannica Kids Social Science ABC The Story of Magna Carta
Live Science Word Pandit Study.com

TASK 1

Create an information poster showing the difference
between democracy under the rule of law and
totalitarianism ruled by law.

Visit these websites to help create your poster:
Poster My Wall

TASK 2

Explain how all people, including the government are ruled by the law and obey
it. Provide examples to support your explanation about how our system of
governance maintains the security and standard of living for Australian citizens.
For helpful information. visit these links to read about how Australian
governance upholds the rule of law in our society:

Australian Law Enforcement

Separation of Powers

Democracy in Australia

TASK 3

Create a set of quiz questions for these terms and play a game with your family,
friends, or classmates. You can include examples of countries to provide additional
information for the contestants participating in the quiz game:

representative democracy parliamentary democracy democratic republic
monarchy absolute power constitution

rule of law lawlessness republic

rule by law totalitarian dictatorship
discrimination minority absolute power
communism oligarchy anarchy

citizens society
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https://kids.britannica.com/kids/search/articles?query=totalitarianism&_ga=2.267917516.337426102.1587607335-515431084.1586328487
https://www.scienceabc.com/social-science/different-types-democracy-direct-representative-presidential-parliamentary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zT4hkAxzLg
https://www.livescience.com/33027-what-are-the-different-types-of-governments.html
https://wordpandit.com/governments-types-kinds-varieties/
https://study.com/academy/lesson/forms-of-government-monarchy-democracy-oligarchy-more.html
https://www.postermywall.com/
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Australian-Law-Enforcement.pdf
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Separation-of-Powers.pdf
https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Democracy-in-Australia.pdf

