Civic Citizens

Australian Values have evolved throughout our history and underpin soceity’s culture and governance.
It is important for us to know and understand how the values we share can be found in the Australian way of life.

One of the most important things about understanding values, is that they reflect 3 commitment to maintaininng the
rule of law through:

¢ Freedom of speech o Equal opportunity
¢ Freedom of religion ¢ Peacefulness and mutual respect
¢ Freedom of secular government o Shared values
¢ Support for democracy o The rule of law

www.ruleoflaw.org.au
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Australian
governance does not
have any official or
state religion.

Religious laws have
no legal status in
Australia.

Australia is a
parliamentary
democracy, where
elected parliaments
are the only bodies
able to make laws.

Governments are
accountable to all
Australians.

Citizens are free to
follow any religion
they choose.

All Australians are
equally protected
by the law.

No one is exempt
or above the law,
including people who
hold positions of power,
such as politicians
or the police.
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Everyone is given
a ‘fair go’
by deserving
equal rights and
opportunities

Strong community spirit
in Australia comes from
mutual respect

Change should occur
through discussion,
peaceful persuasion,
and following
democratic process

Everyone is
expected to uphold
shared values that
support Australia’s
way of life

Citizens can say or
write what they think
about Australian
governments, or
other subjects
through freedom
of speech laws
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