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Did you know that oneof our early colonial governors was a spy?Play the quiz to see how much you know about the first five governorsof Australia!

During the mid 18th century, the age of discovery was well underway with new 
territories being claimed across many continents. The Industrialisation Revolution also 
began in Great Britain around this time, leading to an unprecedented rise in the rate 
of population growth. In England, the standard of living dropped through the last part 
of the century. Poverty took hold as people struggled to survive, leading to a dramatic 
increase in crimes and convictions of petty theft. London’s prison were filling fast.

In America, the frontier colonies were controlled by the British. But a revolution in 1783, enabled them to win 
independence and they refused to accept any more British transport ships dumping unwanted convicts on 
their shores. This caused the prisons in England to become unbearably overcrowded, and convicts had to be 
housed in huge hulks anchored in the waterways throughout London. But, even this solution wasn’t enough!

It was only a matter of time before England realised the solution to prison overcrowding. Many of its criminals 
would be sent to the other side of the world, to serve the term of their sentence in New South Wales.

What could England do with all their unwanted felons?

The contributions of the 

early governors created 

modern Australia

The work of the first five governors was remarkable. They had a thankless task, managing unprecedented 
circumstances, with the promise of low pay and an early death from the stress! Through great skill and tenacity, 
all five governors remained resolute in their committment to uphold the rule of law, ensuring the success of the 
colony.

Who would be strong enough to lead this program?

In 1788, the arrival of the First Fleet in Botany Bay, was the beginning of European settlement in Australia. 
A cargo of over 1400 convicts, along with marines, seamen, and a small group of free settlers set about 
establishing a penal colony. The first Governor was Captain Arthur Phillip and he brought with him a Charter of 

Justice, which was a plan from the British Government that contained instructions on how the colony would be 
managed. This Charter was based on principles from the Magna Carta and explained how the first governors would 
maintain the rule of law in the new colony. 
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