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John Basson Humffray 
arrived on the Victorian 

goldfields in 1853, 
from Wales

Humffray introduced 
legislation on Civic 

development, Goldfields 
administration, Land 

surveying, and Mining on 
private property

In 1863, Humffray became 
Chairman of the Royal 

Commission on Mining, improving 
law and order on the goldfields

Humffray went into hiding 
after government troops 
stormed the stockade at 
Eureka, 3 December 1854

Humffray was the negotiator, a 
peaceful man who did not want 
change to occur through violence

Humffray was the Minister 
for Mines 1860 - 1861, 

representing the interests 
of the diggers in the seat of 

North Grant

Humffray became an elected 
member of the Victorian 

Legislative Assembly for Ballarat 
East between 1856 – 1864

and 1868 – 1871

The Ballarat Reform League Charter 
of Rights was written by Humffray. The 
aims of the League included law reform 
in the administration of the goldfields, 
and revised laws relating to access and 

use of Crown Land

Humffray was a leading member 
of The Ballarat Reform League, 

formed in October 1853

JohnJohn
BassonBasson
HumffrayHumffray

Research information about this remarkable man 
to determine which of the statements below are 
true. Then, draw a line from the correct statements 
to the portrait of Humffray.

A Eureka Legend
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