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Susannah and Henry Kable and the Lost Parcel

Source Document Analysis

Reverend Johnson Letter 4. What date was the document
written?

Port Jackson, in the county of Cumberland
New South Wales
July 12th 1788

Under Secretary Nepean
Hon'd Sir

...ljou may remember, sir, a circumstance which greatly interested the 5 . W h O rece | Ved t h |S d ocumen t an d

public a little before our leaving England.

This was respecting the Norwich gaoler and two conviets, Susannah

and Henry, which, with a child, were removed from Norwich gaol to 2 h a t Wa s th el r ro I e 7
Plymouth in order to be embarked on board one of the transports
bound to New South Wales.

These two persons ] married soon after our arrival here.

Some persons made a charitable contribution for these two persons,
collected the sum of £20, and laid this out in various articles, at the same
time requesting ] w'd see this delivered to them upon our arrival here.

Unfortunately, these have not been found.

This circumstance has been brought before the Civil Court here, when
a verdict was found in their favor ag’st the captain of the Alexander.

Am sorry this charitable intention and action has been brought to
this disagreeable issue, the more so because the public seemed to be
so much interested in their welfare.

The child is still living — of a weakly constitution, but a fine boy.

i o b 6. Why was this letter written? Give
& two quotes (words from the
Historical Records of New South Wales Volume 1 document) that support your

Part 2 (1783-1792).

For an easy-to-read version, please go to

reason.

https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/lost-

parcel/letters

1. What type of document is this? Is

it a primary or secondary source

of information?

2. Who wrote this document?

3. Would the original letter be

handwritten, typed, or both?
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The Charge Brought to Court 4. In official documents, the
occupation of a person is usually

g = e ) itten after his or h I
oy f ol 6o S Mty - ﬁmyuay | written after his or her name. In
“J’;Z““MM*M“ o e £ “72 ¢ this document, the occupation of
Maw:rmywr i _
mem me,zz., Aitalss Henry is crossed out. What
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ﬁ@f““(""“jﬁ‘;ﬁ;“};‘"‘ "“‘/"“;7"” Sy (A Henry?
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Z““‘[”‘”‘“‘Zﬁf‘““”ji“ﬁﬁ T 5. Why would the writer of the
.f’ #e J&MJQ iL sacd Homng Calle 4 Susammak &ﬁ&
L‘g“;‘; Y M’/_;;,? YRR Sy document have not recorded a
bl Gl X | Sy GECE correct description of Henry’s

occupation?
Cable v Sinclair [1788] NSW KR 7, Court of Civil

Jurisdiction Proceeding.

For an easy-to-read version, please go to

https://www.ruleoflaw.org.au/education/lost-

parcel/court-documents/

1. What type of document is this? Is

it a primary or secondary source

of information?

6. Who was named in the document

to appear before the Court to

explain what happened to the lost
2. Who is the document addressed

to?

parcel? What was his occupation?

3. What is the date of the

document?

7. Susannah and Henry signed their
name with an X. Why would they

have done that?
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8. What help would Henry and Restitution

Susannah have needed in

preparing this document?

Affidavit
9. In this document, what were
Henry and Susannah asking the 11.Finish this sentence in your own
Ship’s Master to do? words:

In this charge brought to court,

Henry and Susannah were

requesting

10.Define the following words from

the document:

Summoned

12.A key principle of the legal

system is that all people should

be treated equally by the law and

receive equal protection from the

law. How does this document

Show Cause show that Susannah and Henry

were treated equally by the law?
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