
1987
Kathleen and Craig Folbigg are

married. 
1 Feb 1989

Kathleen and Craig have their first
child, Caleb Gibson Folbigg.

20 Feb 1989
Caleb dies. The autopsy finds his

death to be natural and a diagnosis of
SIDS (sudden infant death syndrome)

is made.
3 June 1990

Kathleen and Craig have their
second child, Patrick Allen

Folbigg. 

17 Oct 1990
Patrick is taken to hospital with
respiratory distress. He regains

consciousness and is diagnosed with
epilepsy and cortical blindness.

13 Feb 1991
Patrick dies. The autopsy determines his
airways were obstructed due to epileptic

fits caused by a disease of the brain. 

14 Oct 1992
Kathleen and Craig have their third

child, Sarah Kathleen Folbigg. 
29 Aug 1993 

Sarah dies. A diagnosis of SIDS is
made by the autopsy. 7 Aug 1997

Kathleen and Craig have their
fourth child, Laura Elizabeth

Folbigg. 27 Feb 1999
Laura dies. The post-mortem examination

detects the presence of myocarditis, a heart
condition. But, the pathologist rules Laura's

death as undetermined and refers the matter
to the police. 

1999
The NSW Police begin a murder
investigation into the deaths of

Kathleen's children.  

19 Apr 2001
After 2 years of investigating,

Kathleen is arrested and charged with
the murders of her 4 children. 

Feb 2003
Kathleen applies for an order allowing

all counts relating to the alleged
murders of Caleb, Sarah and Laura to
be heard individually, and separately

from the counts relating to Patrick. Her
application is dismissed. 

13 Feb 2003
Kathleen appeals the decision refusing
her application for separate trials. Her

appeal is dismissed. 
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1 Apr 2003
Kathleen is tried for the murders of her

children. The trial continues until August. 24 Oct 2003
Kathleen is found guilty of the manslaughter of
Caleb, intentional infliction of grievous bodily

harm upon Patrick, and for the murders of
Patrick, Sarah and Laura. She is sentenced to a
non-parole period of 30 years imprisonment. 

26 Nov 2004
Kathleen appeals to the NSW Court of

Criminal Appeal (NSWCCA) against all 5
convictions and applies for leave to appeal

against her sentences. 17 Feb 2005
The NSWCCA dismisses the convictions

appeal, but finds that Kathleen's sentences
are manifestly excessive. She is re-sentenced

to a non-parole period of 25 years
imprisonment. 

2005
Kathleen applies for special leave to

the High Court. Three High Court
Justices dismiss the leave

application. 27 Nov 2007
Kathleen appeals to the NSWCCA  alleging

jury misconduct in her 2003 murder trial. The
appeal is dismissed. 

26 May 2015
A petition is presented to the Governor of

NSW seeking an inquiry into Kathleen's
convictions.  

Aug 2018
An inquiry is granted by the Governor of

NSW. Former Chief Justice of the
District Court of NSW, the Hon.

Reginald Blanch AM KC, is appointed to
hear the evidence at the inquiry. 

Mar 2019
 The inquiry takes place over three
weeks. Former NSW District Court

Chief Justice Blanch finds that there
is no reasonable doubt as to

Kathleen's convictions.  Feb 2021
Kathleen applies to the NSWCA seeking a
judicial review of the determination in the
2019 inquiry. Her application is dismissed. Mar 2021

A petition to pardon Kathleen, endorsed by 90
Australian and world renowned scientists, and

medical practitioners was delivered to the
Governor of NSW. Media coverage of scientific

findings is also becoming more widespread,
increasing pressure on the Attorney General of
NSW, Mark Speakman, to initiate an enquiry.  

Nov 2022
Following an order from the Governor
of NSW, an inquiry into the conviction
of Kathleen commences. Former Chief
Justice of the NSW Supreme Court, the

Hon. Tom Bathurst AC KC, hears the
inquiry. 

June 2023
Former NSW Supreme Court Chief
Justice Bathurst releases summary

findings, expressing reasonable doubt
as to Kathleen's guilt. 5 June 2023

Kathleen receives an unconditional pardon by
the NSW Governor. She is immediately

released from jail. 
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